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Sri Ramaknshna Paramahamsa needs no 
introduction. Of him Stahatma Gandhi has said, 
"The (ire or Sri Ramaknshna is a life ot religion in 
practice. His lire enables us to see God face to 
face." 

Sri Ramakrishna's teachings were as simple as his 
life and were often illustrated with stories. He stirs 
our hearts with his tales about faith even as he 
makes us laugh gently at the weaknesses and fol- 
lies of men. 
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WHO ARE 
YOU? WHERE 
PO YOU COM E 
FROM ? 


NO, SIR , 

I HAVEN'T 


THE LEARNED PANDIT 


ONE PPM. SEVERAL MEN WERE BEING 
FERRIED ACROSS A RIVER. 

AMONG THEM KWS A PANDIT. 


I’LL TALK TO ONE 
OF THESE FELLOWS. 
WOT THAT IT WILL 
5ENEFIT ME IN ANY 
WAY BUT IT WILL 
AT LEAST HELP 


PASS 


THE 




I AM A FARMER, 
GOOD SIR, FROM A 
VILLAGE ON THE 
OTHER SIDE OF 
THE RIVER . 


i AM A SCHOLAR . I HAVE ' 
MADE A DEEP STUDY OF 
THE UPANISHADS. HAVE 
YOU REAP THE UPANISHADS? 
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WELL, YOU MUST 
HAVE REAP THE 
SHASTRAS THEN P 


YOU HAVEN’T ? YOU 
POOR FELLOW J A QUARTER 
OF TOUR UFE’ HAS BEEN 
WASTED. 


NO, SIR. 

I CAN’T SAY 
THAT I HAVE 




THEN HALF YOUR LIFE IS 
GONE 1 WHAT ABOUT THE 
SI* SYSTEMS OF 
^ PHILOSOPHY P > 


I AM AFRAID 
I HAVEN’T EVEN 
HEARD OF THEM 
SIR. 


NOT HEARD OF THEM 
MY FRIEND, 


THE BOAT I 
__ IT’S — ' 


THEN, 

THREE -FOURTHS OF 
t YOUR UFE ... HEY J 
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n"fe A STORM 1 
I CAN’T CONTROL THE 
BOAT. IT’S GOING TO 
TURN OVER.dUMP 
OVERBOARP ANP SWIM 
TO THE SHORE ! 



N-N-NOl 
I'VE NEVER 
LEARNT 
SWIMMING 
IN MV 
LIFE I / 


GOOP SIR,. I HOPE 
HOU KNOW HOW 
TO SWIM. 


NEVER LEARNT 
SWIMMING ? THEN VOUR 
WHOLE LIFE IS GONE, 
PANPlTdl I 


KNONLEP&E PER/VEP FROM BOORS IS NOT ENOU6H. 
ORE MUST ACQUIRE PRACTICAL LEARNING TOO. 
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THE FISHERMAN WHO PRETENDED 
TO BE A HOLY MAN I tmBMTW 


)• ONE DARK RIGHT A FISHERMAN 


/' STOLE INTO A PRIVATE 




...ANP CTTCH 
ENOUGH FISH FOR 
, THE WEEK. _ 




4 


TALES TOLD BY RAMAKRtSHNA 



BUT EVEN A5 THE NET WAS CAST 


A NET P IN THE 
WATER ? THE PONP 1 MY 
FISH f SOMESOPY'S STEAL 
ING MY FISH I THIEF [ 

. THIEF ! 


WHAT WAS THAT 
SOUNP P PIP 
YOU HEAR IT P 


' I PIP. IT 
SOUNPED LIKE A 
NET FALLING INTO 
THE WATER. 


THE OWNER WOKE UP HI S SERVANTS 


^CilCKl IT'S 
A THIEFl 
CATCH HIM I 


THEY'RE AWAKE I THEY'RE 
COMING THIS WAY, |’M 
TRAPPEP. WHAT SHALL . 
A I PO ? .. 







jlj iiUa J] 1 A ^ , 



^ ' i 
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HE PULLEP OFF MB TURBAN BNP 5MEAREP BOMB 
ASH ON MS ARMS ANP FOREHEAP - r; v - ry ; 


AS HE LOOKED DESPERATELY ABOUT, 
SOMETHING CAUGHT HIS EYE ■ 


I MOPE THIS PISGUISE 
WORKS I 


A SMOCJLPERING 
BONFIRE! FATE 
COUL PN’T HAVE 
BEEN KINPERJ 


LOOK I CAN VOU 
SEE A MAN 
. THERE ? 


OH I OH t IT’S A 
SANYASI ! J 


FORGIVE US 
SIR. 


ANP THE SERVANTS CONTINUE P THEIR SEARCH 



AFTER A WHILE , THEY CAME BACK TO THEIR MASTER 


WELL, WHAT 
HAPPEN EP? HAVE 
VOU FOUNP 

HIM P _ 


G 





NO LUCK, SIR. HE 
ESCAPED. BUT WE 
SAW A HOLY MAN 
IN THE GARDEN. 


A HOLY MAN ? IN 
MY GARDEN f TAKE 
ME TO HIM . 
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IT MUST BE THE 
MASTER OF THE 
HOUSE. _ 


HUSH ! HE MUST BE A GREAT 
SAINT. WE MUSTN'T ^ 
DISTURB HIM. HE IS JB&K 
MEDITATING . LET'S J /f 
GO AWAY. 



AT PAWN THE NEXT PAT 


I VE FOOLED EVEN THE 
MASTER OF THE HOUSE 
NOW AREN'T I CLEVER! 


- IT’S TIME 
I LEFT. HEY ! WHO 
ARE THESE 
PEOPLE f 
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0 HOLV SAINT, WE 
HE ARP OF YOU ANP 
HAVE OWE 70 SEEK 
.HOUR BLESSINGS. 


GOOP GOP ! MORE 
AND MORE OF 
THEM . 


PLEASE BLESS 
OUR CHILD. 




FLOWERS, SWEETS 
A SILVER BOWL... 
ARE THEV MAD P 





J Jr 
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HOW MUCH GREATER 
WOULP BE THE RESPECT 
THEy'P SHOW, IF 
I WERE A REAL r 

SAPHU I j 


HOW STRANGEt 
[ AM NOT A REAL 
SAPHU. ANP TET 
THESE PEOPLE 
SHOW SO MUCH 
RESPECT FOR 
A ME. 




HOW MUCH GREATER 
WOULP SE THE RESPECT 
THEy'P SHOW, IF 
I WERE A REAL r 

SAPHU I j 
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ANP TO CROWN IT 
ALL, THE LOOK OF 
UTTER PEVOTION 
IN THEIR EYES! 


VES , I SHALL BECOME A 
TRUE MAN OF GOP I 
I SHALL GIVE UP 
THIEVING FOR GOOP. 
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PHEW I THE HEAT 1 
IS UNBEARABLE \ l'LL 
REST HERE FOR 
A WHILE. 


AH ! THIS IS flOOP! 

BUT HOW MUCH BETTER 
IT WOULP BE, IF I HAP 
A SOFT BEP TO 

SLEEP ON. J 


v< 


ON A HOT SUMMER 'S PAY . . . 


THE TRAVELLER AND 
THE WISH -TREE 


...A TRAVELLER STOPPEP UN PER A 
SHAPY TREE . , * 


LITTLE PIP HE REALISE THAT THE 
TREE MAS A SPECIAL ONE. 
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NOW ALL I NEEP 
IS A MAIPEN 
TO KEEP ME COMPANY 
IN THIS LONELY 
v PLACE. 


AND LO ! 


A BEPl APPEARING OUT OF NOWHERE] 

i can’t Believe it] > 

— / 

/ 

s - 
/ > 
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l COULDN'T HAVE HAP 
A LOVELIER COMPANION I 
Blit MV STOMACH is 
GROWLING. 1 AM HUNGRV 
IF ONLV I HAP SOME 
GOOP FOOD TO EAT! 


SOON 



THIS IS THE PEAK OF 
HAPPINESS . WHAT IF ALL 
THIS SHOULD PJSAPPEAR 
AMP A TIGER SHOULD 
^SUPPENLV ATTACK 
ME ... 


THE TRAVELLER. ATE ANP PRANK 


...ANP LAY 
POINN AGAIN . 
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REMEMSER ALL THAT 
I HAVE TAUGHT VDU- AMP 
ABOVE ALL LEAP 
A SIMPLE LIFE. 


AW SON,! HAVE TO LEAVE HOU 
FOR A WHILE . I AM GOING 
N. ON A PILGRIMAGE* > 


I WILL, 
GURUDEV 


| )u MS* **' 




ANP 7 HE GURU LEFT. 


vz&ptp 


ONE MORNING , AS USUAL, \ 
7 HE ASCETIC NASH BP HIS j 
SPARE LOIN-CLOTH ... ft 






A FOREST NEAR A VILLAGE THERE UVEP A GURU ANP HIS 

WHO SPENT ALL THEIR TIME IN PRAHER ANP MEDITATION. 


THE ASCETIC AND HIS LOIN-CLOTH 



TALES TOLD BY RAMAKRISHNA 



.•AND HUNG IT OUT 
TO PRY. r—p 


I WILL NOW GO 
TO THE VILLAGE 
TO BEG FOR 
ALMS- 


LATER., WHEN THE ASCETIC 
RE TURNED TO HIS HUT — 


WAY GOD BLESS 
YOU FOR YOUR 
KINDNESS. 


HEY I THAT LOOKS 
LIKE A PIECE OF 
MY LOIN-CLOTH. 


IT IS ! THE RATS HAVE 
TORN IT TO SHREDS ! 
I WILL HAVE TO 8EG 
t FOR ANOTHER . 




S- j 

rnK " i 

* 

‘llhV"itnH kvJ' 
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MOTHER , I NEEP A 
LOIN-CLOTH. CAN VOU 
SPARE ME ONE ? 


LOIN- CLOTH? 


THE RATS GOT 
AT MINE ANP 
TORE IT UP. 

I NEEP ANOTHER 


I HAVE A NEW 
ONE . I'LL GIVE IT 
^ TO VOU. 

r- 


THE MAN WENT IN ANP CAME BACK WITH IT. 


HERE VOU ARE 
HOLV SAGE. 


BUT THAT AFTERNOON 


THE NEAT MORNING) 


TOPAV, I'LL HANG 
i MV CLOTH HIGH 
h-. UP HERE ON 
L -V THE ROOF. 


OH NO, THE RATS 
HAVE TORN UP THIS 
ONE TOO . 

I'LL HAVE TO ->9/: 
GET MV SELF ^ 

A CAT. 





.,-ANP SOON , THE RATS STOPPED 
TR0UBL INS HIM . i 


I MUST K£HP MY 
CAT WELL FEP. 

I KNOW WHAT. I’LL 
fj GET MYSELF 
A . A COW. 


AND SO HE SOT HIMSELF A COW 


BUT I NEEP STRAW 
TO FEEP MV COW. HOW 
SHALL I SO A60UT 
GETTING THAT ? 


MV CAT HAS AS 
MUCH MILK AS IT 
NEEPS ANP MORE 


1 COULP CULTIVATE THE LANP 
AROUNP MV HUT. ANP WHEN 
THE GRAIN 15 HARVESTED 
I’LL HAVE ALL THE STRAW 
MV COW WOULP NEEP. 


tales tolo by ramakrishna 
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BOON 


WHAT A FINE CROP I HAVE 
HARVEST EP I THE STRAW 
MV COw' WILL HAVE, 
El BUT WHAT SHALL 
l PO WITH THE 
Y \ IK GRAIN? I’LL 
'/£X NEEP A BARN 
* K\ TP STORE IT IN. 


SO THE ASCETIC MIRED LABOURERS, TO 
BUILD BARNS FOR HIM ; T" ' ^ 


SIR, IS THIS ALL 
RIGHT ? 


r NO, MAkE IT T 
TALLER . THERE’S 
PLENTV OF GRAIN 
l TO BE STORE P. 
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THE ASCETIC HAP NOW BECOME A LANPLORP 


I NEED A WIFE TO 
HELP ME MANAGE 
ALL THIS. I THINK 
I WILL MARRY. ^ 


ANP SO 


ONE FINE OAT, THE GURU RETURNEP 
FROM HIS PILGRIMAGE. 


HAS SOME RICH MAN 

driven mv poor disciple 

AWAY AND BUILT HI5 
ESTATE HERE ? ] 


AM I ON THE RIGHT 
ROAD ? WHERE IS MV 
, PJSCIPLE'S LITTLE HUT? 




m ) 

J A 

{ Wj 

ft ^ 1 1 

L 


m r f 

Lf 

' W 1 
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WHEN ft SERVANT CAME OUT OF THE HOUSE, 
THE GURU WENT UP TO MM. 

MV GOOD AWN, AW ASCETIC 
USEP TO LIVE HERE ONCE. 

DO yOU KNOW WHERE 
HE IS NOW ? 


OUST THEN, THE SERVANT’S 
MM SELF CAME OUT. 



HE .RUSHES’ FORWARP ANP FELL AT MS GURU'S FEET 


r OH GURU PE V, IT ALL 
BEGAN WITH A SINGLE 
LOIN-CLOTH. TO PROTECT 
IT FROM THE RATS 
1 NEEDED A CAT ANP 
THEN THERE WAS NO 
V END TO My NEEDS. 
'X. FORGIVE ME.GORUDEV. 


My SON, WHAT IS ALL THIS ? I LEFT 
VOU LEAPING THE SIMPLE LIFE OF 
AN ASCETIC . I RETURN TO FIND 
you SURROUNDED BV WEALTH 
^AND POSSESSIONS. HOW DID 

,I%THIS HAPPEN ? A 
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TO EACH HIS OWN 


One EVENING, AFTER. A LONG DAY AT THE MARKET, A 
FISHWIFE FINALLY SOLD HER LAST FISH. 


ON HER WAY HOME, SHE STOPPED AT HER 
FRIEND’S NOOSE AND KNOCKED. 


HER FRIEND, WHO WAS A FLOWER-GIRL 
ANSWERED THE DOOR. 


CON E IN, MV 
- FRIENP. 


YOU MUST HAVE 
PINNER WITH ME ANP 
SPENP THE NIGHT HERE 
k WE CAN HAVE A LONG 
KW. CHAT. ^ 


ALL RIGHT, MV 
FRIENP. 


'1 


[Utf, 






ofnar ehitra kotha 


OH ! IT’S A 
5EAL1TI F£JL 
v ROOM ■ 


LATER WHEN IT WAS TIME TO SO TO BEP 


WE’LL SLEEP IN THE 
ROOM WHERE I KEEP 
MY FLOWER5- YOU'LL 
„ LOVE IT. 


WHY ARE YOU SO RESTLESS? 
„ WHAT *£> THE MATTER? ' 


I JUST 

CAN'T 

SLEEP. 
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THE FRIEND WENT OUT A NO 
RETURNED WITH THE BASKET, 


AH [ THIS IS MUCH 
BETTER . NOW l SHALL 
SLEEP LIKE A LOS. 


AND SPRINKLED IT WITH WATER 


UGH I WHAT A 
STENCH ! 


AND. RIGHT ENOUGH, WITHIN A FEW 
MINUTES, SHE WAS FAST ASLEEP AND 

SNORING 


SURPRISING T SHE PREFERS THE STENCH 
OF FISH TO THE FRAGRANCE OF FLOWERS! 
WELL , I SUPPOSE ONE FEELS MOST AT , 
HOME WITH WHAT ONE IS USED TO. 
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THE HERMIT AND THE NAWAB 


ONCE A HERMIT WENT 70 THE PALACE OP 
A NAWAB TO BEG FOR ALMS . 


G OOP SIRS, I HAVE 
SOME BUSINESS 
WITH THE NAWAB , 


WALK STRAIGHT IN, 
HOLY OWE. TOO ’LL FINP 
HIM IN THE PRAYER- 
S' ROOM . > 


THE HERMIT WALKED INTO THE PALACE 


...AND UP TO THE 
PRAYER-ROOM. 


I'LL WAIT FOR HIM 
TO FINISH HIS 
V. PRAYERS . | 
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PRAYERS WITH THE 


O LORP, 

I SALUTE you 
WITH DEVOTION. 
GIVE ME MONEY, 
GIVE ME RICHES, 
GIVE ME FAME 
ANP FORTUNE... 



OH f OH | I'VE 
COME TO THE 
WRONG PLACE! 



AS HE TURNEp TO WALK AWAY, THE 
NAwAB SAW HIM. 


I CAME TO 
ASK VOU FOR 
MONEV, BUT WHEN 
I HE ARP YOU 
BEGGING FOR 
MONEY ANP t 

RICHES FROM 
GOD, I CHANGED A 
MV MINP.^—^-^l/ 


WAIT, MY GOOD MAN ! 
YOU CAME TO SEE ME. 
WHY ARE YOU GOING 
1 AWAY WITHOUT EVEN 
9 SPEAKING TO sYT\ 
f V me e JmSse 


WHY SHOULD I BEG FROM 
ONE WHO IS HIMSELF 
A BEGGAR P IF I MUST 
BEG, LET ME BEG , 
V FROM GOP. J A 



\jk 


X j 





X-, 




■ n 













- i 
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THE BRAHMANA AND THE COW 


THE RE WAS ONCE AN 

OLD MAN WHO OWNED 
A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN. 


AND SPENT A LOT 


BUT HE WAS VERY SELFISH. HE pt£> 
NOT WANT TO SHAPE H/S BEAUTIFUL 
GARDEN WITH ANYONE . NOT EDEN 
THE BIRDS f | 

PARR0T5 IN AIY 
GARDEN I SITTING ON 
HN SUNFLOWERS 1 
MOW PARE THEY! 








THE MISCHIEVOUS BOVS OF THE 
VILLAGE lined to tease 
THE OLD MAN . ngBTV! 


BE A SPORT, SIR. PARROTS 
LOVE TO EAT SUNFLOWER 

seeds. WHy pip you 

SHOO THEM AWAV P 4 


r BESIDES , you ARE 
A 8RAHMANA, SIR. HOU 
MUST NOT BE RUDE TO 
VOUR GUESTS- 


AND SO THE PATS WENT BY. THEN ONE PAY 


LET ME GO AND 
SEE HOW TALL M4 
MANGO SAPLINGS 
HAVE GROWN . 


TALES TOLD 8Y RAMAKRISHNA 


GUESTS J HUMPH! 
PON*T WANT 
ANY PESKY 
BIRDS ... 
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^ A STRAY COW 
IN MY GARDEN I AND 
SHE’S EATING MV 
. SAPLINGS! 


IN A FIT OF RAGE, THE 
BRAHAtANA BEGAN TO BEAT 
THE COW WITH HIS STICK. 


THE COW WAS At REAP'/ OLP, 7H/N 
AND HONOR'/. THE BRAHMANAB 
BEATING GAVE HER SUCH A BAP 
FR/GHT . . . 7T~Z~l — rT " 


'iOU 

WICKED 
BEAST I 


SI III. 


THAT SHE PROPPED DOWN. DEAD 


O GO P ! WHAT HAVE 
I PONE E I'VE KILLED 
A COW- 


MS 



m ^ jt i " . 

n 2 

/ s^S3fj|v\ If 



In 



^ '771 mStiBW iw 




Z? U 

|T h# Tt " -t 


■ ■* " " -!-* — * h * h 1 i i 
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THE COW GIVES US HER 
SWEET ANP NOURISHING 
MILK . AND IN RETURN 
W KILL HER e 


THE &FAHMANA HAD 70 FACE THE VtLLA&E&$ WHO 
HAD COME TO KNOW OF WHAT H£ HAD DONE, 


YOU HAVE COMMrTTEP THE 
GREATEST OF SINS J YOU 
HAVE PUT YOUR GAR PEN 
ABOVE EVERYTHING ELSE 


EVEN 


THE 


LIFE OF 


COW . 



\ vtfi 




\ an 




F WHAT KINP OF HANP 
IS YOURS THAT IT CAN 
KILL A COW f WE'RE 
GOING NOW, BUT WElL 
k SEE YOU LATER. 




WHEN THE VILLAGERS 
LEFT i _ = 


THEV WILL THROW 
ME OUT Of THE VILLAGE 
)'M SURE THEV WILL. 
WHAT SHALL P P O ? 




AH j |VE GOT IT. , 
IT WAS MV HANP THAT 
KILLEP THE COW. ANP 
LORP INPRA PS 
-SUPPOSE!? TO SE THE 
PRES I PINS PEITV OF 
THE HANP. 
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TH/S NEWS SPREAP LIKE MLP 
FIRE. TILL IT REACHED THE 
EARS OF INpRA HIM SELF. 


J’P SETTER ASSUME 
A PI5GUISE ANP QO 
ANP SEE THIS 
„ BRAHMANA. r 




THE NEXT PAY, AT THE VILLAGE MARKET — 


IF JT IS INPRA WHO 
GUIDES THE HAND, 

IT IS NOT I WHO KILLED 
THE COW, BUT HE { HE IS 
TO BLAMEI YES, I’LL 
TELL THE VILLAGERS 
THAT- 




TAKING THE FORM OF AN OLP MAN , 
INPRA UIALKEP CASUALLY 
THE BRAHMANAS GAR PE! 

SIR, I AM A STRANGER TO 
THIS TOWN. I WAS JUST 
PASSING THIS WAY ANP 
COULDN’T HELP NOTICING 

your garden, it is 

VERY BEAUTIFUL. 
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THE BRAHMANA WAS 
HIGHLY FLATTERED. 


I CAN SEE THAT. 
HOW WELL THIS 
PATH HAS BEEN 
LAIP j PIP YOU 
LAV IT ? > 


VES, SIR 
l LAIP IT 
MVSELF. 


IT IS KIND OF YOU TO 
SAY SO, SIR. I HAVE 
TENDED IT AS IF IT 
WERE My OWN CHILD. 



HOW TALL THESE 
FRUIT TREES HAVE 
GROWN ! PIP VOU 
PLANT THEM 
. VOURSELF ? 


WHAT A CHARMING 
FOUNTAIN) DIP you 
SET IT UP yOURSELF? 


YES, 

' I SET IT 
UP WITH 

mV own 

HANPS. 


FROM SEEP 
TO FRUIT, IT 
WAS ALL MY 
WORK.. 


O BRAHMANA , IF WU TAKE THE 
CREDIT FOR SETTING UP VOUR 
GARDEN WITH VOUR HANDS, THEN 
you SHOULD TAKE THE BLAME 
FOR KILLING THE COW TOO I 
\ WH4 BLAME F>OOR INPRA FOR 
\ THAT ? 


SUDDENLY, THE OLD 
MAN VANISHED AND 
IN DR A HIMSELF STOOP 
BEFORE THE BRAHMAN A 
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